162                        LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.
the top, was waving them on with his swordy a grape-shot struck him obliquely, and passing the backbone, tore the flesh on the left side, and cast him on the ground; fortunately upon the side of the fence least exposed to the fire of the enemy, which was kept up with unabated fury. The men who had followed with so much intrepidity, now broke their ranks and fled in confusion.*
For some time, Col. Lamb was stunned and incapable of moving; but recovering, he regained his legs, and slowly, from necessity, began a retreat. This he did, under a shower of musketry from several platoons who advanced towards the fence, and delivered their fire with hearty good will; but he reached the American lines without further injury. This unsuccessful attack terminated the battle; and the British were left to pursue their retreat. The fluctuations of the fight, had brought Arnold's corps near the spot where this charge was made; when Colonel Hughes, discovered a man mounted on the horse of his friend and riding from the field. Him he instantly dismounted and questioned with regard to the owner of the horse. The fugitive disclosed the issue of the attack on the guns, and the probable fate of Lamb, whom he had seen fall, and pointed towards the spot. The wounded colonel was found in the crowd, and by the assistance of Hughes, he gained the Hazard house near by, which was made a hospital for the occasion.
The British were hotly pressed in this retreat by the small force of the Provincials, not at any time exceeding twelve hundred men; and had they not been able to secure so impregnable a position as Campo Hill to cover their reembarka-tion, their loss would have been more severe. They landed with sixty rounds to each man, and very little ammunition was expended in the advance, but on their arrival at the boats every cartouch-box was exhausted. General Tryon magnified the success of the expedition, and in his report returned Colonel Lamb as killed.f Perhaps " the wish was
* Family tradition.                     fAlmon's Remembrancer.